








Our Mission
The mission of African Soul, American Heart Foundation is 
to use the arts—literary, �lm, and photographic—to raise 
funds to build a boarding facility for orphans in Duk Payuel, 
South Sudan. With the assistance of church and village 
leaders, we will provide for the children’s basic needs and 
enable their participation in village life and school, where all 
are struggling to rebuild after 22 years of devastating war.

Long Range Goal
The African Soul, American Heart Foundation will help 
rebuild South Sudan by providing housing, food, clothing, 
and access to education and health care for orphans in Duk 
Payuel, a village in Jonglei State, South Sudan. Building on 
the example of John Dau who established a clinic there, we 
will expand our operations through the county as we are 
able. Other groups are working in this area and across South 
Sudan to develop the infrastructure—roads, wells, schools, 
churches, etc. Our efforts, combined with the efforts of many 
others from across the world will transform the lives of a 
people whose culture was nearly destroyed.

The Dream 
The boarding facility will house 50 orphaned children where 
they will be fed, nurtured and be given the opportunity to 
go to school, eventually becoming educated young men and 
women of the community.

The project includes building two classrooms for a school. 

Budget Projections
Estimates are complicated by the remoteness of the village 
and lack of good roads. Transportation costs are high. We are 
looking into possibilities to use local materials when possible 
and to make as many things on site as we can. This will also 
enable us to employ more local people in the construction 
and maintenance of the project.

How you can be  
part of the dream 
As you can see, our goals 
are lofty and there is much 
work to be done. You can 
help by making a generous 
�nancial contribution. Be 
assured your dollars will 
be part of building and 
maintaining a boarding 
school for these needy 
orphans in South Sudan. 
This is our only mission, 
our singular goal.

I returned to my village in September 2008 with 
two members of our building committee. The 
village leaders welcomed us and led us to the land 
they are donating for our orphan facility. Now they 
anxiously await the construction of this project 
which will provide jobs as well as helping the 
children. America gave me and other Lost Boys 
and Girls of Sudan education and opportunity. 
By giving generously to African Soul, American 
Heart, you will offer education, shelter, and a safer 
environment to today’s Sudanese orphans. 

~Joseph Akol Makeer

Phase One
Goal: Infrastructure
Complete by May 2010. Estimate: $150,000

Grinding Mill/Brick Maker�t��
Well �t��
Sanitary Systems�t��
Kitchen�t��
Staff House & Storage�t��

Phase Two
Goal: Initial Housing
Complete by May 2011. Estimate: $200,000

Two homes housing twelve children �t��
and one caregiver each
Outdoor Shelter�t��
Furniture, Bedding, Clothing, Supplies & Food�t��

Phase Three
Goal: Expansion & School
Complete by April 2011. Estimate: $ 250,000 

Two additional homes as above�t��
Classroom Building�t��
Playground�t��
Furniture, Bedding, Clothing , Supplies & Food�t��

All estimates are preliminary and subject to revision. 
Transportation, labor, operational and maintenance 
costs are included in these estimates.

In addition to the above, ASAH supports �ve Sudanese 
orphans, four in primary school, and one in secondary 
school, at two boarding schools in Kenya.

Medical care is provided at the Duk Lost Boys Clinic by 
the John Dau Sudan Foundation (johndaufoundation.
org) in cooperation with the First Presbyterian Church 
of Skaneateles (skaneatelespresbyterian.org).   

Schooling will be provided by Colorado Friends of 
the Lost Boys and Girls of Sudan (c�bs.com), a group 
working to build a school center for children and adults 
of Duk Payuel.

The African Soul, American Heart Foundation is a non-pro�t 
corporation under Internal Revenue Code Section 501(c)(3).  

Donations made to our foundation are tax deductible.  
Federal Tax ID number: EIN 26-2221116



What started with a simple cup of coffee with a young man 
in September, 2007 has grown into a dream, a passion and a 
responsibility.

I met Joseph Akol Makeer at a downtown coffee shop on a 
September afternoon. He’d written a book - From Africa to 
America: The Journey of a Lost Boy of Sudan - and he wanted to 
discuss making a movie. He wanted America to know about the 
plight of the Sudanese children in his homeland. From that day 
forward my life changed.

Three months later four of us traveled halfway around the world to see, first-
hand, what Joseph had described. We met the Sudanese people, played with 
the orphans, talked with officials and captured video footage and photographic 
images for a documentary and traveling photography exhibit. The real impact, 
however, is what we learned we must do.

Since that trip we’ve formed a foundation and are now focused on raising funds 
to build a boarding facility for orphans in Duk Payuel, South Sudan. And now 
we need your help and support.

We are asking for financial contributions from individuals, foundations, 
churches and those concerned about helping orphans in need. Our goal is to 
raise at least $250,000 so we can start construction on the boarding school 
complex in 2010. Please consider giving generously to help build a facility that 
will help orphans for many years into the future. Thank you.

Deb Dawson 
President 
African Soul, American Heart

P.S. The village has already donated and 
staked out the land for the boarding facility. 
Their enthusiasm cannot be described in 
words. We hope you can help us make 
this dream a reality with your support. 
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Contact Info
African Soul, American Heart Foundation  
300 NP Ave, Suite 308 
Fargo, ND 58102-4871 
701-478-7800 

AfricanSoulAmericanHeart.org

info@AfricanSoulAmericanHeart.org

To schedule a presentation e-mail:  
speaking@AfricanSoulAmericanHeart.org

Photo website:
debradawson.com 
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